
UNIVERSAL  
SALVATION
in the works of Anne Brontë

A  doctrinal time line:  

225 - Origen advocated for universal 
salvation and the ultimate restoration 
of all things, including the devil, to 
God. 

392- Theodore of Mopsuestia 
preached the humanity of Christ and 
that all souls are saved through God’s 
grace. 

1150- The Albigenses began a reform 
movement in Languedoc, France.  
They preached universal salvation 
and critiqued the excesses of the 
Church hierarchy and leadership. 

1526- In a letter to Ulrich Zwingli  a 
hostile observer of Hans Denck wrote 
that for Denck “even the demons in 
the end will be saved.” 

1684- Joseph Gatchell had his tongue 
pierced with a hot iron for stating that 
“all men should be saved”. 

1779 - Jeremiah White wrote The 
Restoration of All Things, arguing the 
importance of divine love, and 
questioning whether a loving God 
would allow his people to be 
damned perpetually.  

1899 - The Universalist church 
published Universalism, aiming to 
present universal salvation to all 
mankind. 

http://www.pacificuu.org/publ/univ/
timeline.html

‘That even the wicked shall at last 
Be fitted for the skies 
And when their dreadful doom is past 
To life and light arise.’  
A Word to the Calvinists is a poem unambiguous in its attacks on 
predestination, the belief that only an elect few will be saved. These lines 
reflect the opposing view held by Anne, that all, even the ‘wicked shall at last 
be fitted for the skies.’  

'Not for ever,' I exclaimed "Only till he 
has paid the utmost farthing...he shall 
suffer loss, yet himself shall be saved, but 
so as by fire.'  
Helen Huntingdon identifies Hell as a temporary space, with 
hellfire serving a cathartic, rather than punitive, purpose. 
No one will be damned for all eternity, only until they have 
paid the ‘utmost farthing.’ 

'God will reconcile all things to 
Himself.'  
These words spoken by Helen in The Tenant of Wildfell 
Hall, demonstrate the main belief of Universal 
Salvation, that all will eventually be reconciled to God. 

'I was not aware the 
doctrine of Universal 
Salvation had so able and 
ardent an advocate as 
yourself; but I have 
cherished it from my very 
childhood.'  
Having read the Tenant of Wildfell Hall, The 
Reverend Thom, himself a published author on 
Universal Salvation, wrote to Anne in 1848 
recognising the theme of Universal Salvation 
throughout Anne’s novel. These words were 
written in response by Anne, expressing the 
deep faith she held in salvation for all. 

'The Plains of Heaven' and 'Pandemonium' both by John 
Martin. Known for his vivid depictions of heaven, hell 
and Biblical scenes, Martin was the Brontë family's 
favourite artist, and his prints were dotted around the 
Haworth parsonage. 

‘I was very ill grieved, Miss Grey…I got no 
peace. An’ I even took the sacrament; but 
I felt as though I were eating and drinking 
to my own damnation all th’ time.’ 
This quote from Agnes Grey, explores the concerns of the cottager Nancy that 
she will not achieve salvation, as she fears she does not love God. Only after 
speaking to the new curate, Mr Weston, is she able to reaffirm her faith. 
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